
   

STATE OF CALIFORNIA SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY - RECOMMENDATION 
 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
Subregion:  NORTH-CENTRAL    County:  BUTTE/TEHAMA 
 
Applicant:  NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL LAND TRUST
 
Project Title:   TUSCAN HEADWATERS PROJECT 
 
Application Number: SNC 070354 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
This project will provide for facilitation of coordinated outreach to local watershed 
conservation groups in Butte and Tehama Counties with the intention of increasing 
stakeholder awareness and permanent protection of lands within the upper reaches of 
10 prominent creeks contained within the Tehama Land Formation. 
 
There are eight watershed groups that currently monitor water quality and organize 
stakeholders within the Tuscan Region.  These watershed groups will help to increase 
the protection of priority properties through conservation easements with private 
landowners.  SNC funding under this grant does not include direct acquisition funding, 
but will increase capacity of the NCRLT and local watershed conservancies to complete 
priority easement and/or acquisition projects in the future. 
  
Specific deliverables include: 

 Develop outreach materials for mailing and presentations targeting approximately 
1,000 landowners; 

 Construct geo-database using GIS; 
 Conduct outreach through direct mailing, presentations and site-visits; 
 Evaluate submitted project applications; 
 Develop approximately 10 prospects for possible conservation easement 

acquisition. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
SNC Staff recommendation is to fund at the requested level of $146,640.  This project 
would provide for expanded capacity of the watershed groups and the NCRLT.  The 
outreach and education of landowners on the importance of protection of watershed 
values is beneficial to at least 10 watersheds within the two counties.  
 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 
Butte Creek Watershed Conservancy 
Cherokee Watershed Alliance 
Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy 
Little Chico Creek Watershed Group 
Lower Feather River/Honcut Creek Watershed Group 
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Tehama County Resource Conservation District  
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Develop Landowner Outreach Materials August 1 – December 

2008 
Conduct Initial Landowner Outreach  January – April 2009 
Progress Report  March 2009 
Evaluate Initial Group of Land Protection Applications May – August 2009 
Rank Applications and Approve Potential Projects December 2009 
Progress Report October 2009 
Continue Evaluation of Applications and Present to Lands 
Committee Quarterly 
Develop Final Easement Acquisition Projects September 2009 – 

March 2010 
Submit Application for Funding November 2009- March 

2010 
FINAL REPORT April 1, 2010 
 

PROJECT COSTS 
 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Contract for completion of outreach materials, GIS data base 
development and presentations 

$64,515

Develop Prospects and apply for CE Acquisition Funding $29,645
Materials, Supplies and postage NCRLT $5,462
Travel for Executive Director NCRLT $2,020
Coordination for watershed groups (8) $19,818
Materials and Supplies/Postage for watershed groups(8) $25,180
GRAND TOTAL $146,640
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